
Opportunity. Choice. Results.

Since 1992, the charter school movement has 

expanded to nearly 7,000 schools in 42 states.  

There are more than two million students 

attending charter schools with a million more on 

waiting lists, which proves these schools are more 

than a passing phenomenon.  

	 Represent	curriculum	
choices	to	parents,	
students,	teachers	and	
administrators.	

	 Smaller	footprint	
that	fosters	an	
innovative	approach	
to	education	that	is	
usually	reserved	for	
private	education.

	 Face	the	challenges	of	
operating	on	30%	less	
funding	than	traditional	
public	schools.

	 Operated	
autonomously	from	
public	school	boards	
and	are	relieved	
from	following	a	
prescribed	method	
of	teaching,	allowing	
them	to	adapt	to	the	
character	and	type	
of	students	they	
serve.		

	 Adhere	to	a	
prescribed	business	
plan	that	includes	a	
mission	statement,	
financial	plan	and	
academic	program	
outlining	their	
academic	goals.	This	
becomes	a	contract	
with	the	state’s	
education	board.		

	 Pay	for	their	own	facilities,	provide	
their	own	transportation,	and	
must	be	governed	by	a	board	of	
directors.	

	 Operate	on	a	license	
basis	and	must	meet	
rigorous	academic,	
operational	and	
financial	standards	
to	receive	their	
renewal.		

	 Offer	teachers	innovative	
teaching	practices	for	every	
level	of	student,	which	sparks	
creativity	and	allows	for	constant	
improvements.

	 Typically	require	parents	
to	volunteer,	minimizing	
dependence	on	outside	
services.		

	 Donations	are	critical	for	
bridging	the	gap	between	
reduced	government	funding	and	
the	ability	to	provide	excellent	
academic	programs	and	services.

Charter Schools

Charter 
Schools

How Are

Different?



“Education	is	the	most	powerful	weapon	which	you	can	use	to	change	the	

world.” Nelson Mandela



Southern Wake 
Academy

Thriving Together

Our goal is to provide a supportive learning 

environment for students of all ability levels, 

particularly those whose success has been 

deemed “at-risk” in traditional school settings. 

	 Advisory Program	Students	meet	
weekly	with	an	advisor	to	discuss	their	academic	
progress,	schedule	hands-on	experience,	and	
receive	guidance	with	their	challenges.

	 Portfolio Conference	Students	
meet	quarterly	to	present	their	best	work	in	all	
subjects	to	an	advisor	and	their	parents/guardian.	
This	promotes	self-evaluation	and	advocacy	skills,	
and	creates	an	action	plan	for	continued	learning.

	 Community Service	Students	complete	
30	hours	of	community	service	each	year	to	build	
self-confidence,	to	learn	about	responsibility,	and	
develop	life	skills.

	 Internships	Every	senior	completes	a	
career-related	internship.	In	addition	to	real-life	
experience,	each	internship	helps	the	student	build	
a	résumé,	prepare	for	college	entry,	and	establishes	
a	mentoring	relationship	with	a	professional.

How SWA Excels
	 Honors Classes	Our	school	offers	
a	variety	of	honors	classes	for	its	outstanding	
students	in	English,	Civics	&	Economics	and	
U.S.	History.	

	 Exceptional Children	SWA	has	
an	excellent	reputation	for	providing	a	quality	
education	and	inclusion	for	its	students	with	
special	needs,	who	receive	individual	curriculum	
planning	from	highly	trained	and	experienced	
teachers	within	smaller	classes	sizes.

	 NC Standard Course of Study	
Our	students	must	meet	or	exceed	the	State’s	
rigorous	academic	standards.

	 Job Shadow	Each	student	completes	
four	job	shadow	experiences	a	year,	which	
provide	exploration	of	possible	career	choices,	an	
understanding	of	how	education	translates	into	
real-life	skills,	and	a	greater	sense	of	direction.

Student Success Story		Alumnus	Ash	S.	had	struggled	at	a	larger,	traditional	
middle	school	with	issues	like	bullying,	in-school	suspensions	and	impersonal	teachers	before	
coming	to	SWA.	It	took	him	nearly	a	year	to	come	out	of	his	shell,	but	meanwhile	he	joined	the	
Soccer,	Cross	Country	and	Ultimate	Frisbee	teams.	With	extra	help	from	his	dedicated	teachers,	
Ash	flourished	both	academically	and	socially,	and	performed	an	astounding	1,000+	community	
service	hours	from	his	freshman	to	senior	year.	He	became	the	class	valedictorian	and	received	
a	service-based	scholarship	from	Mars	Hill	College.	Ash	says	of	his	school	experience,	“It’s	
nearly	impossible	to	fall	through	the	cracks	at	Southern	Wake	Academy.”



“The	mind	is	not	a	vessel	to	be	filled,	but	a	fire	to	be	kindled.”	

Plutarch



Our Story

1999

	 Founded	as	Community	Partners	
Charter	High	School

2000-2008

	 Moved	to	Omni	Business	Park	in	
Holly	Springs

	 Member	School	–	Central	
Carolina	Athletic	League	

2008-2010

	 Focused	on	Future	Ready	
students

	 Renamed	school	to	Southern	
Wake	Academy

	 Purchased	modular	school	
building;	acquired	10.5	acres

2010-2012

	 Opened	with	77	students	

	 Graduation	rate	exceeded	state	
average	

	 Received	NC	State	Award	Honor	
School	of	Excellence	and	the		
US	New	and	World	Report	award	
for	“Nation’s	Best	High	Schools”

	 Started	middle	school	at	grade	6

2012-2014

	 Started	Occupational	Course	of	
Study	

	 Added	grade	7

2014-2016

	 Purchased	adjacent	10+	acres	

	 10-year	Charter	Renewal	License	
granted	

	 Mr.	David	Thomas	promoted	to	
Principal	

	 Office	of	Development	created	to	
manage	fundraising	efforts

Student 
Success Story			

I	was	going	through	a	lot	last	
year.	I	was	newly	diagnosed	
with	celiac	disease	after	being	
very	sick	for	1	1/2	years	and	
not	knowing	why.	I	was	being	
bullied	and	nothing	was	being	
done	about	it.	I	was	told	that	I	
was	going	to	fail	my	grade.	It	
was	a	dark	time	for	me.	I	didn’t	
want	to	be	around	anyone.	
My	mom	brought	me	to	SWA.	
I	was	nervous	about	the	first	
day	until	my	first	class.	The	
teachers	took	the	time	to	learn	
about	each	one	of	us.	They	
did	a	test	and	told	me	I	am	an	
auditory	learner	and	explained	
what	that	means.	They	really	
love	me!	They	do	everything	to	
help	you	do	great!	Bullying	is	
NEVER	tolerated.	I	have	friends.	
I	am	excited	to	come	to	school	
every	day.	I	found	my	smile	and	
happiness	again	because	of	my	
school.	I	want	to	do	good	and	
make	you	proud.	I	could	never	
thank	you	enough	for	changing	
my	life	and	believing	in	me.		
—	Olivia	A.

Expanded in 2015

0

100

200

300

400

500

2010-
2011

2011-
2012

2012-
2013

2013-
2014

2014-
2015

2015-
2016

2016-
2017

Student 

Class Size

SWA Staff and 

Teacher Degrees

Professional	Staff	
Advanced	Degrees	

37%

Teacher	
Licensure	Rate	

84%

Southern	Wake	Academy	opened	
its	44,000	sq.	ft.	new	school	
building	in	2015,	complete	with	
a	full-size	gymnasium	and	
computer	lab.



“Often,	it’s	not	about	becoming	a	new	person,	but	becoming	the	person	

you	were	meant	to	be,	and	already	are,	but	don’t	know	how	to	be.”	

Heath L. Buckmaster



SWA  
At-A-Glance

Message from 
the Principal 
Dave Thomas	

I	have	watched	the	school	grow	
in	academics,	numbers,	sports	
and	prestigious	accolades.	SWA	
has	built	a	reputation	as	one	
of	the	best	charter	schools	
in	the	state	because	of	its	
outstanding	teaching	staff	and	
student	body,	and	the	support	
we	have	from	our	parents	is	
overwhelming!	

We	added	brand	new	facilities,	
but	have	already	outgrown	
them!	In	order	for	SWA	to	
maintain	its	competitiveness,	
we	need	to	continue	to	expand	
in	numbers,	facilities	and	
academics.	Our	school	is	
known	for	its	small	class	sizes,	
and	we	will	continue	to	model	
it.	Although	SWA	is	publicly	
funded,	we	do	not	get	funding	
for	facilities,	transportation	
or	lunches.	We	have	to	seek	
donations	from	the	school	
community,	foundations	and	
corporations.	Our	top	priorities	
are	the	cultural	and	fine	arts	
programs,	technology,	STEM	
courses,	AP	courses,	athletics	
and	extra-curricular	programs,	
additional	buildings,	and	
athletic	fields.	Our	goal	is	
to	provide	the	best	possible	
resources	and	tools	for	our	
students	in	order	for	them	to	
be	successful.

	 Founded	in	1999

	 NC	Public	Charter	School	
governed	by	NC	State	Board	of	
Education

	 Grades	6-12	served

	 Student	Enrollment	was	378	in	
2015-2016;	projected	to	be	475	
in	2016-2017

	 41	faculty	and	staff	members

	 Instructional	Assistants

	 Exceptional	Children	Program

	 Tuition	free

	 Strong	parental	involvement	

	 Small	class	sizes

	 Computer	labs	

	 STEM	program	

	 Educational	gardens

	 Exceptional	facilities

	 Athletic	programs

	 21st	century	school

	 Music	and	art	programs

	 School	of	Excellence	

	 Help	all	students	reach	their	
potential	by	building	on	their	
assets	while	addressing	their	
individual	challenges

	 Remain	small	enough	to	know	
every	child,	but	big	enough	
to	provide	a	rich	balance	of	
academics,	athletics	and	art

	 Continue	to	build	responsible	
and	confident	students	that	
contribute	to	their	community	
and	remain	lifelong	learners

	 A	student	body	that	rep-
resents	the	full	diversity	of	our	
broader	community

	 A	school	that	is	constantly	
striving	to	improve

CC Athletic League Champions
2012-13 Men’s Varsity Basketball

Our VisionVital Stats

Our Strengths

Exceptional 

School of Choice

Southern	Wake	Academy	is	a	school	
of	choice	for	all	of	our	students	and	
their	families.	We	are	dedicated	to	
meeting	the	educational	needs	of	
all	of	our	students,	which	includes	
AG	(Academically	Gifted)	and	EC	
(Exceptional	Children)	programs	
where	confidence,	integrity	and	
leadership	are	taught	and	valued.



“The	creative	arts	are	the	measure	and	reflection	of	our	civilization.	

They	offer	many	children	an	opportunity	to	see	life	with	a	larger	

perspective.”	Ann P. Kahn, Former President of 

The National PTA



The Next Step

Michael Heavey, Director of Development		Assisted	by	the	
Development	Committee,	Mike	Heavey	oversees	the	fundraising	initiatives	and	cultivates	
the	donor	community,	giving	SWA	the	opportunity	to	invest	in	our	school	by	delivering	the	
necessary	programs	and	services	that	equip	our	students	for	the	future.

Email:	mheavey@swake.org

Phone:	919-696-4417

Board	of	Directors	to	approve	expansion	plans	for	student	population	growth.

Prepare	for	
the	projected	
enrollment	of	
600+	students	in	
2019-2020

Increase	the	number	of	
after-school	programs

Expand	the	
athletic	fields	
and	facilities	to	
support	all	sports

Promote	alumni	
program

Cultural	arts	
programs

To bridge the gap between reduced funding and being able to 

provide an excellent education that prepares our students for the 

real world, we need your help.

	
Fund	additional	

academic	courses	
and	educational	

services

	
Support	

extracurricular	
courses	and		

activities

	
Outfit	a		

media	center

	
Teacher		
and	staff		

development	
programs



“How	wonderful	it	is	that	nobody	need	wait	a	single	moment	before	

starting	to	improve	the	world.”	Anne Frank


