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         3 March 2017 
 
SUBJECT:  2017-2018 School Calendar & Daily Schedule:  
 
 Dear Parents,  
  
 Many of you have been asking about the school calendar for the 2017-2018 school year. We 
were not able to send that out until our board voted and approved it. The board voted and approved the 
calendar on May 2, and now we are able to make it available to our SWA families. There are a few 
changes to this calendar and to our school days for next year that need to be explained. We have always 
been given the option to either have a 185 day calendar or operate a calendar based on 1,025 
instructional hours rather than days.  
  
 For 2017-2018, the calendar will have 175 days that will include 1,025 HOURS of instruction 
rather than the customary 185 school days.  The SWA administration considered the 1,025-hour option 
in previous years but chose not to change. After discussion and input from the SWA Leadership Team 
and staff, we believe this option is better suited for our school.     
 
 Please note the following points related to the 1025-hour calendar:   
          **For 2017-2018, the calendar has 175 instructional days (10 fewer than prior years) 
          **The optional calendar requires a minimum of 1,025 instructional hours for the year.   
          **Class change time and lunch time do not count as part of the 1,025 hours. 
          **SWA has been the only area school in session on a number of days.  We would avoid being the 
 lone wolf in session, as most of Wake County uses the 1,025-hour option. 
          **The administration’s concern has been that using two student days each quarter as portfolio 
 days gives the perception of student days’ being used for individual conferences rather than for 
 class instruction.  The issue is certainly not the validity of the portfolio conference experience for 
 students but rather that on those “instructional days” our school appears rather empty.               
          **The new calendar transitions to our using teacher workdays for portfolio conferences.  A 
 common school practice is holding parent conferences on teacher workdays.     
          **Portfolio conferences are to be scheduled ONLY during those designated portfolio days.   
          **We highly encourage students to work on community service hours and job shadows on 
 these teacher workdays when they are not doing their portfolio conferences.  
          **For 1st, 2nd, and 3rd quarters, the portfolio/teacher workdays are preceded by an Early Release 
 (ER) day so that teachers may begin the portfolio conferences on a shortened school day.  As our 
 advisory groups have grown, we needed more than two days to accommodate all conferences. 
          **Also for quarters 1-3, should we have one or more missed days due to inclement weather, we 
 would be able to shift the portfolio/teacher workdays to Friday & Saturday rather than the 
 scheduled Thursday/Friday so as to make up a missed day as easily as possible.   
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To accomplish the 1,025-hour requirement, we must lengthen the daily schedule as follows:  
 
          Current:   2016-2017:  8:15 - 2:00            NEW:     2017-2018:  8:00 - 2:35 
 
          **The high school schedule will be changing from 3 semester and 2 year-long courses to a 
 4X4 block schedule where all classes will be semester based and not year-long. The initial  
 idea of  having  year-long classes was to help those students who needed more time and provide a 
 slower  pace in some classes but this didn’t prove to be effective. We have found that the year-
 long classes were too short and did not provide the teacher enough instructional time therefore 
 not giving the student a slower paced class to learn the material. Also, if we had a new student 
 transfer in mid-semester from another traditional school, we were only able to give them three 
 classes because the last two would be halfway finished with the year.  
 
 **Middle School Schedule will not change. The 7 periods in middle school will remain the 
 same. 
 
The 50 additional minutes over the course of the year totals several hours beyond the 1,025 
required hours, providing some flexible time for bad weather without always having to add make-
up days.   
 
With making the school day longer, we will also lengthen the time students are able to eat lunch. The 
longer school day encompasses the biggest adjustment for families both mornings and afternoons.  We 
appreciate our parents’ adjusting for the new, longer school day schedule as will our staff.   
  
Thank you for being a part of the Southern Wake Academy family.  
 

Carroll Reed/David Thomas/Winnie Lameck 


