
Middle School Visual Art Course Descriptions 

Introduction to Visual Art (no prerequisite):  

Open to 7th and 8th grade students. Students will begin an exploration of the core fundamentals of 

Visual Art. Students will create thoughtful 2D and 3D creative work, integrating concepts such as 

form, texture, value, line, composition, color, as well as concept. Art History and writing assignments 

will be a required component of this course. 

Intermediate Visual Art (prerequisite: “C” or higher in Intro to Visual Art):  

Open to 7th and 8th grade students. Students will continue along their creative journey, 

incorporating fundamental elements of Visual Art taught in Intro to Visual Art, while building skills 

with new mediums and furthering project sophistication/conceptualization/implementation. Art 

History and writing assignments will be a required component of this course. 

Advanced Visual Art (prerequisite: a “B” or higher in Intermediate to Visual Art):  

Open to 7th and 8th grade students. Students will have a greater degree of autonomy to develop 

and propose their creative projects, utilizing the knowledge, skills, and responsible studio practice 

they have cultivated in their two previous Visual Art courses. Students will be encouraged to 

independently try new mediums, experimental techniques, and an incorporation of various mediums 

in their projects, as well as develop their own strong voice and vision within their projects. Art History 

and writing assignments will be a required component of this course. 

Honors Visual Art (prerequisite: teacher recommendation):  

Open to 7th and 8th grade students. Students will, with guidance, develop and propose their 

ambitious creative projects, while cultivating the knowledge, skills, and responsible studio practice of 

a dedicated artist. Students will be encouraged to independently try new mediums, experimental 

techniques, and an incorporation of various mediums in their projects, as well as develop their own 

strong voice and vision within their projects. Students will be encouraged to approach their projects 

in an interdisciplinary fashion, integrating lessons from their core curriculum into their art work. The 

expectations of student focus, work, and academic vigor for Honors Visual Art will be greater than 

non-Honors art courses, but the projects will also be more ambitious and satisfying for a student who 

loves learning and academic rigor. Art History and writing assignments will be a required component 

of this course. 

Introduction to Digital Photography (prerequisite: a “B” or higher in Intro to Visual Art): 

Open to 7th and 8th grade students. Students will begin their exploration of digital photography as 

an expressive and documentary art form through a variety of assignments and prompts. Students 

will develop their photographic acumen, integrating the basic elements of art they learned in 

Introduction to Visual Art (such as form, texture, value, line, composition, color, as well as a strong 

concept). Students will need to bring their own digital camera. Art History and writing assignments 

will be a required component of this course. 

Fundamentals of Graphic Design (prerequisite: a “B” or higher in Intro to Visual Art): 

Open to 7th and 8th grade students. Students will begin their journey into the world of graphic 

design, developing logos, posters, packaging, branding, and advertising campaigns. Students will 

work with typography and image to create unique design projects and proposals, and consider the 

differences between Fine Art and Design. Art History and writing assignments will be a required 

component of this course. 



Middle School Social Studies  
 

Social Studies 6  

 

In 6th grade Social Studies, students will gain a vast knowledge of the geography, history, and 
culture of the Ancient World, including the Egyptian, Mesopotamian, Chinese, Indian, Roman 
and Greek empires.  We also discuss the Native Americans of the Western 
Hemisphere.  Through various assignments, hands-on activities, projects, and field trips 
students will recognize and appreciate the similarities and differences among cultures around 
the world.  Students will become proficient in the use of maps associated with the designated 
regions of the world. 
 

Social Studies 7 
 

Students will be exploring the Age of Exploration through contemporary issues to better 
understand how the global world has evolved and how the actions of the past effects our current 
world. Through this we will explore how knowledge, goods, and people have moved through the 
world in the past 500 years 

Social Studies 8 
 

In 8th Social Studies, students will gain a vast knowledge of geography, history and culture of the 
United States and North Carolina from Pre-Colonization through Modern Age by analyzing 
different documents throughout U.S. history with overall questions like “Was Manifest Destiny a 
Success or Failure for our country”. 
 
 

Middle School Social Studies Electives 
 

Inquiry I & II  
 

In Inquiry, students will be interpreting different documents, cartoons, graphs, etc. as part of 
small units.  Each unit will have an overall, compelling question with many sub questions to go 
along with it. Each unit will end with an “End of Inquiry Summative Assessment” as well as 
students taking informed action and connecting the inquiries to contemporary issues. We will be 
working collaboratively with the High School on different units. 
 

Geography I & II 
 

We will be exploring the world and our state in an attempt to better understand the world around 
us. Though capitals and names are important it will not be our only focus. We will learn about 
the Earth’s different environments and geographic concepts to understand how humans have 
interacted with nature and how that interaction has shaped the world. Geography I will focus on 
the basics, Middle East, Asia, and Sub-Saharan Africa. Geography II will focus on Europe, Latin 
America, North America, Island nations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



STEM 
 

Technology education is a rigorous curriculum and a National Model Program developed in 
collaboration with industry representatives in manufacturing, transportation, engineering and 
architecture.  It focuses on developing analytical and critical thinking skills and is designed to 
measure achievement of the Standards for Technological Literacy.  Systems thinking permeates 
each unit, and students participate in the engineering design process to work through 
projects.  Students begin with recognizing technological advances through history and their 
impacts on society and use cumulative skills to design solutions to problems.  Communication 
skills include verbal and visual presentations of every project.   
 

TE 01 Exploring Technology    Students are introduced to technological systems and problem 
solving strategies.  Students participate in engineering design activities to understand how 
criteria, constraints, and processes affect designs and solutions.   
 

TE 01.2 Inventions and Innovation    Building on the concepts and skills from TE 01, students 
model, test, experiment and refine designs.  They develop analytical skills as they gather 
information and move beyond simple comparisons to realizing impacts and 
consequences.  Students develop skills in researching and communicating information.   
 

TE 02 Technological Systems    Focusing on understanding how systems relate to and 
influence each other, students apply the universal systems model to investigate inputs, 
processes, outputs and feedback. Writing skills are emphasized as students define their own 
project quantitative and qualitative constraints.  Research is emphasized and required as 
students practice analyzing and creating charts, graphs, and other information.       
 

 

Middle School Math Sequences 
 

Regular Ed. (General) Math Sequence 

 6th Grade: Math 6 
 7th Grade: Math 7 
 8th Grade: Math 8 

 

Regular Ed. (Honors) Math Sequence 

 6th Grade: Math 6 Plus 
 7th Grade: Math 7 Plus 
 8th Grade: Math 1 

 

 

Middle School Mathematics 
 

 

Mathematics 6 

 

This class focusses on five areas of mathematics based on the Common Core Math Standards 
for grade 6. The five areas are: ratios and proportional relationships, number system, 
expressions and equations, geometry and statistics and probability.  
 

 



Mathematics 6 Plus 

Mathematics 7 

Mathematics 7 Plus 

Mathematics 8 

Mathematics I 
 

Resource Math 6 

 

Open to 6th grade students with IEPs.  This math class covers all 6th grade standards on a 
basic level. Standards include understanding ratios and rates, and solving problems involving 
proportional relationships, dividing fractions and solving related word problems, Using positive 
and negative numbers together to describe quantities; understanding the ordering and absolute 
values of positive and negative numbers, working with variables and expressions, 
understanding the process of solving simple equations, writing equations to solve word 
problems and describe relationships between quantities, and reasoning about relationships 
between shapes to determine area, surface area, and volume.  Much attention is given to basic 
skills in order to build a solid math foundation.  Curriculum is taught at a slower pace, frequent 
reteaching and specialized instruction. This math class is only an option if the IEP team decides 
it is the best placement based on individual student needs.  
 

Resource Math 7 

 

Open to 7th grade students with IEPs.  This math class covers all 7th grade standards on a 
basic level.  7th grade standards include analyzing proportional relationships, solving percent 
problems, adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing positive and negative numbers, and 
solving related word problems, solving word problems that have a combination of whole 
numbers, fractions, and decimals, solving equations, solving problems involving scale drawings, 
and using statistics to draw inferences and make comparisons.  Much attention is given to basic 
skills in order to build a solid math foundation.  Curriculum is taught at a slower pace, frequent 
reteaching and specialized instruction. This math class is only an option if the IEP team decides 
it is the best placement based on individual student needs. 
 

Resource Math 8 
 

Open to 8th grade students with IEPs.  This math class covers most 8th grade standards on a 
basic level.  8th grade standards include understanding slope, solving linear equations, 
understanding functions as rules that assign a unique output number to each input number, 
analyzing statistical relationships by using a best fit line, working with positive and negative 
exponents, square root and cube root symbols, and scientific notation, understanding 
congruence and similarity, understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem. Much 
attention is given to basic skills in order to build a solid math foundation.  Curriculum is taught at 
a slower pace, frequent reteaching and specialized instruction. This math class is only an option 
if the IEP team decides it is the best placement based on individual student needs 
 

 


